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Japan Churches Feeding Unemployed 


(Tokyo) — The Japan National Christian Council has set up an emergency programme 
to help feed the families of coal miners laid off work in the Kyushu area where 
more than 100 small coal companies have had to shut down because of industry cut— 
backs. 


The Council has distributed 500,000 pounds of flour and 10,000 pounds of 
powdered milk to supplement a school lunch programme, and in cooperation with 
local churches has set up four stations to distribute milk, vitamins and corn 
mush in Tagawa City, It also is distributing milk to an estimated1,500 to 2,000 
pre-school age children not included in these programmes in Tagawa City, The 
supplies came from stockpiles of food donated by Church World Service (US). 


A council spokesman said that it "fully realized that relief work will not 
solve the problem, but something had to be done urgently", He said present funds 
will make it possible to operate the emergency programme for four weeks, but that 
if additional money can be made available it will be continued and expanded to 
other areas. 


The closure of the coal companies and mines has been made necessary by the 
switch of large numbers of manufacturers from coal to heavy oil which can be pur 
chased at prices from ten to fifteen per cent. less. A government publication 
estimates it will be necessary to lay off about 100,000 of the present 260,000 
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Jabourers in the coal industry. The government has announced it will spend about 

$1,900,000 for vocational re-training, but so far concrete plans for expansion 

of unemployment benefits, insurance and public works have not yet been put forward. 
EPS, Geneva 


New Zealand Churches Protest Against Sports Segregation 


(Wellington) - A deputation of the New Zealand Council of Churches will meet with 
the New Zealand Rugby Football Union to urge the Union to reconsider its decision 
to exclude Maori players from a national team tour of South Africa. 


Plans for the discussion were made through the offices of Prime Minister 
Walter Nash, who initiated the arrangements after Protestant and Roman Catholic 
leaders requested he use his influence to halt the all-white rugby team's tour, 


The church leaders had earlier denounced the decision to exclude Maoris, 
New Zealand's indigenous people, as not representing the view of New Zealand's 
people and as an acceptance of South Africa's segregation policies. (See BPS 


No. 41, 1959) 


Prime Minister Nash has declined to use the influence of his office to stop 
the tour because, although opposed to segregation in the team, he said he con- 
sidered the decision one for the rugby team and not for government intervention. 

EPS, Geneva 


Anglican Leader on Family Planning 

(London) - Bishop Stephen Bayne, chief executive officer of the Anglican Com- 
munion, has defended the use of the new oral contraceptive pills now being sold 
in Britain as "not an affront to the Christian conscience". 


"Tf acceptable on other grounds, they will offer a simple and inexpensive 
means of family planning, which is of urgent importance in areas of the world 
where the population is running wildly and painfully ahead of current resources 
of food and housing," he said. He added: 


"Christians have every right to use the gifts of science for proper ends. 
The means of family planning are in large measure matters of clinical and 
aesthetic choice, subject to the requirements that they may be admissible to the 
Christian conscience," 


The bishop spoke in his capacity as chairman of the Family Planning Com- 
mittee of the Lambeth Conference, consultative assembly of the Anglican com- 
munion, which in 1958 approved medically endorsed and "morally acceptable" 
methods of birth control. EPS, Geneva 


Protestant Information Centre in Brussels 
(Washington, D.C.) — An information office to serve Protestant clergy and laity 
will be opened in Brussels, Belgium, in time for the anticipated influx of thou- 
sands of tourists to the city this summer. 


The office is planned as the first step toward an international Christian 
Fellowship Centre in the Belgian capital. The idea for the centre grew out of 
the Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels World Fair which was built with the fi- 
nancial aid of church groups all over the world. EPS, Geneva 
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Bishops Again Ask Trujillo Clemency 
(Ciudad Trujillo) — Roman Catholic bishops of the Dominican Republic have issued 
a second joint pastoral letter appealing for clemency for the large number of 


persons jailed in mass arrests last month after rumours of a plot to assassinate 
General Trujillo, (See EPS Nos. 6 and 7) 


The second letter, which was read in all the Catholic churches of the 
country, was issued after General Trujillo rejected the first, stating that his 
respect for the laws of the country did not permit him to interfere in the ad- 
Ministration of justice, 


The new pastoral letter, signed by the same six bishops who issued the first 
one, again stressed the need for charity and Christian love, 


According to informed sources 1,000 to 2,000 persons, many of them members 
of prominent families, have been jailed, Four trials have been held at which 
125 persons were sentenced to 30 years imprisonment, Only a small number of 
those originally arrested have been released, HPS, Geneva 


Niemédller Cites Faith of Hast Germans 


(New York) ~ Dr, Martin Niemodller, president of the Evangelical. Church of Hesse— 
Nassau, said there is "more Christian church life" in East Germany than in West 
Germany. 


Being a Christian in East Germany “takes courage and faith", the German 
church leader told newsmen on his arrival in New York for a six-week US lecture 
tour, Therefore, "religion there is a much more conscious thing than in West 
Germany where Christianity is easy, customary and means money". 


In West Germany, he asserted, church life "has been suffocated in pros— 
perity" « 


Commenting on the German political situation, Dr. Niemdller saidthat the 
present partition “does not allow for peaceful co-existence" because "to those 
who live on the other side of the so-called Curtain, we are the enemies, and to 
us, they are the enemies", 


Asked about his views of the controversial “authority" issue raised by 
Bishop Otto Dibelius, Dr. Niemdller declared that “all governments, including 
East Germany's, are under God's ordinance. But we must obey God, and not men." 
Recalling that he had spent eight years (1937-1945) in Nazi concentration camps 
because of his opposition to Hitler, he stated: 


"T had to obey Hitler until Hitler ordered me to do things which were op— 
posed to the will of God. At that point I was free to oppose the regime." 


Bishop Dibelius, in a controversial booklet entitled “The Powers That Be" 
claims that a totalitarian regime is not a “supreme authority" in the biblical 
sense. (See EPS No. 9) EPS, Geneva 


Roman Catholic Priest Urges "Broadmindedness" 


(Milwaukee) — Roman Catholics were told in a meeting in Milwaukee, Wisc., by a 
priest leader in the liturgical movement that it is “high time we get really 
broadminded" in conversations with other Christians looking toward religious 


unity, 
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Father Alfred Longley, pastor of St. Richard's parish, Richfield, Minn., 
said Catholics in discussing unity should not assume "a disputatious chip on 
the shoulder" attitude. Rather, he said, they should seek to "find what we have 
in common with non-Catholics", The disunity of Christendom is “its greatest 
scandal", Father Longley added, but there have been "sins on both sides", 


Father Longley has introduced in his church a number of innovations de= 
signed to promote greater participation by the laity in the Mass. EPS, Geneva 


CCIA Warns Against Too Simple Disarmament Proposals 


(Geneva) - A letter warning against “over—simplified formulas which could leave 
an unprepared world exposed to greater danger" has been sent to the heads of 
delegations of the Ten Power Committee on Disarmament now meeting in Geneva, by 
the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs, 


The Committee, initially proposed at the Foreign Ministers! Conference 
last summer, opened negotiations on March 16 in Geneva. It includes five Western 
powers and five Communist powers, 


The CCIA letter urges the delegations to “unwavering effort in face of ob- 
stacles which may seem to be insuperable". 


At the same time, it declares: "We are convinced that the current impasse 
will not be broken unless there is a readiness to take reasonable risks. While 
we recognize the basic importance of scientific and technical considerations, - 
we also believe that every proposal should be judged in terms of its potential 
contribution to mutual confidence," 


The letter assures the delegations of the prayers of Christians that as a 
result of the conference "the fear of war may be dispelled and human resources 
directed to constructive ends", It was signed by Dr. 0. Frederick Nolde, of 
New York, CCIA director. CCIA is a joint agency of the World Council, of Chur-. 
ches and the International liissionary Council, 


The ten nations represented on the Committee are the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Canada, France and Italy, and the USSR, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Rumania and Bulgaria. EPS, Geneva 


Churches Protest Against Racial Laws 


(Capetown) —- A deputation of the Church of the Province of South Africa (Anglican) 
seeking repeal of the Group Areas Act ran into a road block last week when Prime 
Minister H.F. Verwoerd refused to see ite 


Dr» Joost de Blank, Archbishop of Capetown, said the Church's request for 
an interview had been met with a "categorical no", The deputation sought to lay 
before the Prime Ninister a special Church statement denouncing the Act as 
'unchristian" and calling for a repeal "in the name of God". 


Dre de Blank said that Anglican church leaders hope to meet in the near 
future with Dutch Reformed Churches officials "to stress the denial of funda- 
mental Christian theological principles" in the Act. The Act provides for the 
segregation of the country's various racial groups into separate zones. 


Meanwhile, also last week South African Roman Catholic bishops in a joint 
pastoral letter denounced the government's race policies and warned that it is 
becoming increasingly urgent that the country's problems be solved "in the light 
of Christian principles". 
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Unless Christian answers are found, “antagonism will grow, prejudices harden 
into intolerance and frustrations lend to outbursts of disorder and violence ," 
they said. The letter urged that the voting franchise be based on justice, not 
the colour of a man's skin, and sharply criticized the South African migratory 
labour system for its separation of families, EPS, Geneva 


"Wedding Palaces" for Soviet Marriages 


(Moscow) - The Soviet Government is going to build special "palaces" in order to 
provide "a worthy setting" for Communist weddings, The plan is seen as a move 
to persuade young couples not to get married in the church, 


The first ceremony in the first "wedding palace" in Leningrad was attended 
by prominent Communist officials. A Communist rite was substituted for the re- 
ligious ceremony and music by Tschaikowsky and Rachmaninov was played instead of 
church music, EPS, Geneva 


Memorial Service Held for Dr, and Mrs van Beyma 


(Geneva) - A memorial service for Dr. Ulrich H. van Beyma, 52, an executive of 
the World Council of Churches in Geneva, and his wife, Jeanne van Beyma—Honcoop, 
44, who were killed in an automobile accident on March 9, was held on Tuesday 
March 15 at the Auditoire Calvin, Geneva, The sermon was preached by Dr. WeA. 
Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the World Council of Churches. 


Dr. van Beyma and his wife were returning to Geneva from a trip to the 
Netherlands when a truck swerved acrossthe road and hit their car near Pontar- 
lier, France, Dr. van Beyma died instantly, His wife died a few hours later 
in a hospital. 


Dr. van Beyma had been secretary for Inter-Church Aid for Areas Outside 
Europe for the World Council's Division of Inter-—Church Aid and Service to 
Refugees since 1954, He was the first person to hold the position. Previously 
he had served for nine years since 1946 as Missions Consul in Indonesia for the 
Netherlands Missionary Council. Both Dr. van Beyma and his wife were Dutch and 
members of the Dutch Reformed Church, Surviving are five children aged from 10 
GO CL » EPS, Geneva 


Proposed UN Religious Liberty Declaration Seen Too Limited 

(Geneva) — A warning that a proposed United Nations declaration on principles 

of religious liberty could, if taken out of context, have the effect of limiting 
religious freedom, has been voiced here. 


Dr, 0. Frederick Nolde cautioned a meeting of the UN Commission on Human 
Rights convened in Geneva that the proposed draft might be corstrued as providing 
formal justification for the restriction of religious liberty. 


The Human Rights Commission is sceking to prepare a Declaration of Prin- 
ciples which would be an amplification of Article 18 of the Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights, which deals with religious freedom. Dr. Nolde addressed 
the session in his capacity as director of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs, a joint agency of the World Council of Churches and the 
International Missionary Council. 

Dr. Nolde contended that the proposed draft is not complete or comprehen— 
sive. Among significant omissions, he said, are references to social ostracism, 
valid formsof marriage, divorce, the right of access to public posts or ’funci tomes 
and the management of religious affairs and international fellowship of the 
churches,» 
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He added that the principles of the pro,osed statement deal more with "the 
formality than the vitality of religion or belief" and contain no reference to 
manifestations in practice such as the freedom to perform acts of service and 
mercy, or the right to give testimony of conscience in relation to the policies 
of a government, whether domestic or international. 


He urged the Commission to prepare a declaration which would “avoid the 
danger of providing formal sanction to a limited interpretation of freedom of 
thought, conscience and religion”. 


Dr, Nolde also intervened on behalf of the CCIA in the Commission debate 
on a resolution condemning anti-Semitism and other forms of racial, religious 
and national prejudice. 


He told the Commission that in dealing with situations in which discrimi- 
nation has been practised against Christians, the CCIA recognizes the necessity 
of taking into account the possibility that within the conduct of the group 
against which discrimination is manifested, there are factors contributing to 
discrimination. 


He added that it is necessary to understand the complex of sociological, 
economic, political and psychological factors at work in situations of diseri-= 
mination, in order to provide successful remedial measures. BPS, Geneva 


World Church Lexicon Published 


(Stuttgart) -— The “Weltkirchenlexikon'"t (World Church Lexicon), a handbook of the 
ecumenical movement, has been published by the German Evangelical Kirchentag 
organization. 

Available in the German language only, the lexicon contains 1750 pages and 
information on more than 1,200 different subjects dealing with the history, 
development and programmes of the world's Christian churches, and the ecumenical 
movement, It also includes an extensive bibliography and 48 pages of black and white 
photographs and illustrations. 


Several hundred church leaders from all parts of the world contributed to 
the lexicon, which was compiled by Dr, Franklin H. Littell, professor at Emory 
University, Ga. (USA), and Dr. Hans Hermann Walz, general secretary of the 
Kirchentag organization, 

The Kirchentags are the famous laymen's rallies of the German churches 


which are attended by tens of thousands of persons, The last Kirchentag was 
held in the summer of 1959 in Munich. EPS, Geneva 


Churches' Role in Health Services Stressed 


(Oklahoma Gada.) ~ The National Council of Churches (US) has urged its member- 
churches to study ways in which health services can be made available to lower 
income groups. 

im its first statement ever issued on the churches! concern for health, the 
NCC's General Board stressed that "the availability and financing of medical 
care of high quality is of deep’ concern to the churches" and that they have the 
responsibility "to seck out and help communities which cannot provide adequate 
hieal tp heservices,....." 

It said the churches should also be concerned with ways of providing pre— 
paid care including dental and nursing services and therapy for the emotionally 
disturbed, for persons who require financial assistance. BPS; Geneva 
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Divinity School Student Dismissed for Anti-Segregation Activities 
(Nashville) - A young Negro student of Vanderbilt Divinity School has been dis— 


missed for his participation in a peaceful demonstration against segregation in 
Nashville, Tenn, 


The action was taken against the Rev. James M. Lawson, 32, by the Univer- 
sity's Board of Trustees which directs the Divinity School. 


It came after Mr. Lawson and 79 white and Negro college student demonstra- 
tors were arrested by police on charges of conspiracy to disrupt trade and com 
merce for their participation in a sit-down strike at a lunch counter, The 
strike was organised as a part of a current series of peaceful demonstrations 
in several southern US communities by Negroes and whites seeking an end to racial 
segregation in eating places and other public facilities, 


The University Board said it took the action because of ir. Lawson's "an— 
nounced programme of conducting a civil disobedience campaign in sit-down 
SariuNesads s+" 


Mr. Lawson is a former fiethodist missionary to India and is a field repre-— 
sentative for the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a pacifist group, He is also 
former vice-president of the National Conference of Methodist Youth, 


Dean Robert J, Nelson of the Divinity School said following the dismissal 
that a large number of faculty members and students believe the Board's action 
was “precipitous, taken under conditions of extreme emotion and was ill-advised", 


Fourteen of the sixteen members of the Divinity School faculty issued a 
statement protesting against the expulsion and the entire faculty contributed 
towards the $500 bail set after br, Lawson's arrest, 


Support also came from the University's College of Arts and Sciences which 
issued a statement deploring the dismissal, and from the National Student 
Christian Federation which is collecting funds for his legal defense. 


The current series of demonstrations which has now spread to seven states 
has had the widespread support of US church groups. 


The Central Committee of the National Student Christian Federation in a 
letter sent to the campus groups of its 12 national affiliated movements declared 
that “civil disobedience can be a means to demonstrate not against the rule of 
law or custom, but against the wrongness of particular laws or customs". But 
it cautioned that, while it can be used "responsibly and with restraint, as a 
vehicle for seeking a less discriminatory civil order", it should not be used 
Tioreiune destruction of civil Order itseli"™, 


The letter said those taking part in the demonstration "must recognise that 
not only might this mean breaking the law but also it might involve consequences 
beyond either our imagination or our choosing", It added: 


"Those of us who resist the demonstrations must be given eyes to see the 
civil order which we scek to maintain in the light of God's act of reconcilia-— 
tion in Christ. And those of us who deny any responsibility for this human 
alienation must realize that our very denial or our lack of concern is a con- 
tribution to the situation which gives rise to the demonstrations, We must at 
all times remember that just as Christ reconciles the Negro and the white, so 
He reconciles the demonstrators and those against whom the demonstration is 
being made." 


A Protestant Episcopal Church organisation for cultural and racial unity 
also endorsed the demonstrations, It said: "We commend those citizens who ex- 
press love in suffering by passive disobedience to laws or ores that separate 
on account of race or religi>-n in state or commercial enterprises." 
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The Council of Churches in North Carolina, where there have been a number 
of demonstrations, has pledged its "whole-hearted Support of equality of service 
at the lunch counters of stores serving the public". I+ urged "our fellow ci- 
tizens, and especially our Christian brethren, to unite with us in openly and 
firmly defending this basic human right" and paid tribute to Negro citizens for 
their "self-restraint under provocation", 


Similar pledges of support have been made by church groups in several other 
southern communities in which desonstrations have been held, EPS, Geneva 


Italian Protestants Free to Criticize Roman Catholic Church 

(L"Aquila) -— An Italian Court of Appeal has ruled that Protestant denominations 
are free to criticize the Roman Catholic Church publicly as long as the criticism 
to not sinsultane. 


The L'Aquila Court of Appeal ruled last week to acquit Donato Cretarolo, 
an elder of the Baptist Evangelical Church, of charges of offending the state re= 
ligion. Its action reversed the decision of a lower court which had sentenced 
Mr. retarolo to 15 days in jail for distributing leaflets criticizing the Roman 
Cernodics burch. 


ALY religions in Italy are "equally free before the law" but article 402 
of the State's penal code makes it illegal for anyone to "publicly insult" the 
state religion, Roman Catholicism, The Court ruled that article 402 does not 
ecb y uO Mere public criticism, but only to actual insults. EPS, Geneva 


In Brief 


The 10th German Evangelical Kirchentag will be held in Berlin, August 37, 
1961. Preparations for the mammouth gathering will get underway this month, 
under the direction of Kirchentag founder and president Dr. Reinold von Thadden— 


Trieglaff, 
x 


Members of Christian churches in Japan now number 668,258, or 0.7 per cent 
of that proportion of the population which belongs to some organized religious 
body, Of the total, Protestants number 376,557 in 3,100 churches; Roman Ca-= 
TioLea. 2Oo 000 im (25 congregations; and Russian Orthodox 25,293 in 05 
churches, The figures are given in the Japanese Christian Year Book. Figures 
for adherents of other religions are not known. 


eH 


Dhe Hvangelical Church of Pueblo Nuevo in greater Barcelone, Spain, closed 
by order of government authorities in September, 1958, has been re-opened. 


Ce as 


Dr. Willard Uphaus' appeal for reversal of a Superior Court order sending 
him to jail for a year on charges of contempt has been taken under advisement 
by the New Hampshire Supreme vourt. Dr. Uphaus, a pacifist, was sent to jail 
last December for rofusing to give thc names of guests at a “Yorld Fellowship 
Camp he conducted to the State's Attorney General who was making a one-man in- 
vestigation of "subversion", (Seo BPS No, 10) 
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The Rev. Henry li.W. Leiper, Presbyterian pastor at Pennsylvania State Uni- 
versity, died on March 4. He was 41. Mr. Leiper, a ‘former Presbytcrian missionary 
in China, was the son of the Rev. Dr, Henry Smith leiper, former associate ge- 
neral secretary of the World Council of Churches and a retired executive of the 
Congregational Christian Churches. 


5, 


Thousands of Japanese Christians are reported praying in a special Prayer 
Life Movement organized by the National Christian Council of Japan as the result 
of a three-month campaign last ycar of evangelist Dr, Thomas Carruth, secretary 
of the World Wide Church Attendance llovement. During Dr. Carruth!s visit 600 
pastors and laymen were trained in his system of organizing prayer groups in which 
four or five persons meet together at the same time to pray towards the same ends 
or with the same purpose, 


* * 


Kerkbode, the official journal of the Dutch Reformed Church, South Africa, 
has expressed opposition to the aduission of Roman Catholic immigrants into the 
momo: couch Africa, It sald an arrangement between the L[talian and Souca 
Atrican governments for the admission of Italian immigrants into the Union "from 
a constitutional, and especially from a religious point of view ... is a dis— 
turbing factor". It said similar arrangements. have resulted im the USA and 
“ustraita “practically tarning Catholic", 


* * 


A special photographic exhibit cntitled "See God's Creation" will be on 
view at the International Horticultural Exhibition in Rotterdam, from 15 April-— 
15 September, It is being organized by the Convent of Churches, an association 
in which local Protestant and Roman Catholic churches and the Jewish community 
participate, Texts for the photographs are being written by two prominent Dutch 
poets, J.W. Schulte Nordhold, a Protestant, and Michiel van der Plas, a Roman 


Carola, 
oe 


Wor the first time a ship of the Dutch Mercantile Marine has’ a chapel yin 
Ms the Heli.o. "Rotte"”, launched recently in Hamburg, Germany, 


Ta * 


Pastor Friedrich von Bodelschwingh has been named now director of the Bethel 
"Colony of Mercy" near Bielefeld, Germany. He is a descendant of the famous 
German clergymen's family which has helped build the colony into one of the 
largest charitable institutions in the world. Started in 1867, as a home for 
seven epileptics, Bethcl is now a 400-building centre, operated by the livange— 
lical Church in Germany (EKID), with a staff of 5,000 full-time doctors, nurses 
and pastors who care for an averago of 30,000 mentally ill or physically handi- 
capped persons every year. 


* x 


For the second consecutive year Dessau, aircraft and railway centre 67 miles 
southeast of Berlin in the Soviet Zone, has been designated as the annual "City 
of Church Reconstruction" by the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKID). Re- 
building projects in the city, which was almost razed during World War II, will 
be financed by special church fund drives in Hast and West Germany. 
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